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In the male-dominated pharmacy profession of pre-statehood and early statehood Oklahoma, information about 
the relatively small number of female pharmacists practicing during those days is even more difficult to find than 
that of their male counterparts. A few women pharmacists for whom images and other materials have been found 
are discussed here. 

Eunice Marion Chase Munger 

Eunice Marion Chase was born in Dundee Township, Monroe County Michigan, southwest of Detroit, in Decem- 
ber of 1846. Her parents, Alvin and Phebe Chase, had moved there from New York to become farmers in about 

1840. In 1850, Eunice was the youngest of 
their six children. Her father, Alvin, was born 
in New York and was a cousin of Salmon Port- 
land Chase, who was Chief Justice of the Unit- 
ed States Supreme Court from 1864 to 1873. 

Eunice attended school and met George Daniel 
Munger in Dundee. George was born on May 
22, 1841, in Dundee Township, where his par- 
ents, Elizur Dudley and Mary (Simonds) Mung- 
er, were also farming. George's father was born 
in Connecticut, where he was a boyhood friend 
of Henry Ward Beecher. His mother was born 
in Vermont. Her father, Asa Simonds, died in 
battle during the War of 1812. Elizur and Mary 
were married in Allegan County, Michigan in 
about 1829 and had seven children, of whom 
George was the fifth. 
Eunice and George Munger. From Daily Oklahoman, 

June 15, 1923 for Eunice and Oklahoma City Times, Sep- When George was a young boy, he worked in 

tember 5, 1909 for George. a drug store in Dundee. When he was fifteen 

years old, he again worked in a drug store while 
attending school at Lansing, Michigan. On Au- 
gust 22, 1861, he enlisted in the Seventh Michigan Infantry. His service and bravery during the American Civil 
War resulted in a series of promotions from private to captain in a three year period of time. He was discharged 
on July 5, 1865, after having been in numerous battles and, for about six months, a prisoner of war. 

Eunice and George were married in 1866 after George returned home to Michigan. As a result of George's earlier 
experience and interest in pharmacy, the couple opened a drug store in Dundee. At this time, Eunice learned the 
drug business from George. 

In 1871, Eunice and George moved to Newton, Harvey County, Kansas, and operated a drug store for about three 
years. They subsequently moved to Trinidad, Las Animas County, Colorado, where they established a drug store 
in an adobe house. By 1880, they were in Curtis, Clark County, Arkansas, where George began a practice of 
medicine. Seeing a deficiency in his medical knowledge, George attended the College of Physicians and Sur- 

2 





New town of Oklahoma City in Oklahoma Territory, site of the medical office and drugstore of George and Eunice 
Munger, 1889. From the authors collection. 

geons at St. Louis, graduating in 1884. 

Soon after George's graduation, the Mungers moved back to Kansas. In September of 1885, they opened a drug 
store in Kincaid, Anderson County, Kansas, and George also practiced medicine in town. The Kincaid Drug Store 
was operated by a partnership consisting of the Mungers and Dan M. Smith, another physician in town. In early 
1886, the partnership with Smith dissolved and C. C. Maynard became the Mungers new partner. By August of 
1888, the Mungers were sole owners of the drug store known as G. D. Munger and Company. 

As soon as news arrived of the opening for settlement of the unassigned lands in the Indian Territory, George and 
Eunice made preparations to move. On the day of the land run, April 22, 1889, George was one of the first arriv- 
als in the new town of Oklahoma, soon to be known as Oklahoma City. By some accounts, George was the first 
physician to open an office in town, starting his business on the day of the run in a rudimentary tent on Broadway. 
By this time, the Mungers had established another partnership in a drug company known as Munger and Vaughan. 
On May 1, 1889, they shipped their stock of drugs from Kincaid, Kansas, to Oklahoma City and opened a drug 
store in a new frame building where George also kept his office. 

In the summer of 1889, George spent most of his time in his medical practice and drug store in Oklahoma. Eunice 
stayed behind in Kincaid to wrap up their affairs. She departed Kincaid on Monday, August 19, 1889, to reside 
in Oklahoma and to help operate their drug store. Their first home in Oklahoma City was built on Broadway, 
between fifth and sixth streets, in November of 1889. 

In May of 1890, Oklahoma Territory replaced Indian Territory as the designation for the location of the previous 
unassigned lands. In December of that year, a pharmacy law for Oklahoma Territory was signed by Territorial 
Governor George Washington Steele. The new law established a Board of Pharmacy that was charged, in part, 
with registering pharmacists in the territory. On February 23, 1891, the board met for the first time in Guthrie and 
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began the registration process. 

On Friday morning, February 27, 1891, George Munger appeared before the board to present his application for 
registration. He received license number 3 1 . On Monday, March 2, 1891, Eunice Munger was first in line at 9:00 
a.m. to present her application. She was issued license number 43, becoming the first woman to be registered by 
the Oklahoma Territory Board of Pharmacy. The second woman to be registered as a pharmacist in Oklahoma 
Territory, Mary Ford of Chandler, received her certificate in April of 1894. 

Later in 1891, the Mungers sold their drug store in Oklahoma City. George continued to practice medicine and 
Eunice advanced their social agenda. They would not reenter the drug business. Both were extensively involved 
with the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) during their later years, George being Oklahoma department com- 
mander in 1898. He was appointed pension examiner by President Benjamin Harrison, served as superintendent 
of the Oklahoma County Board of Health, and was a member of the local Masonic Lodge. As a member of the 
Republican Party, George was one of the main authors of the party platform for Oklahoma Territory in 1890. Eu- 
nice was a charter member of the First Methodist Church in Oklahoma City, a member of Eastern Star, and active 
in the Women's Relief Corps, auxiliary to the GAR. 

George and Eunice had no children of their own, but adopted Sarah Lovina Wood as their daughter. Lovina was 
born in 1889 in South Dakota. In October of 1908, she married George Wynne Ervin in Oklahoma City. The 
couple named their son, an only child, Munger. Lovina died in Oklahoma City in 1969. 

George Munger died on September 1, 1909, while on a health-seeking trip to Eureka Springs, Arkansas. Eunice 
died in Oklahoma City on June 15, 1923. They are buried in Oklahoma City's Fairlawn Cemetery. 

Cora Belle Simmonds 

Cora was born on December 21, 1864, in Lewisburg, Logan County, Kentucky. Her parents were Constantine 
Napoleon Bonaparte and Louisa Bell (McReynolds) Simmonds, born in Tennessee and Kentucky, respectively. 
Cora attended high school and college in Kentucky, graduating from Southern Normal, later Western Kentucky 

University, in Bowling Green. The focus of her studies at Southern 
Normal was on science courses. 

In 1885, Cora moved to Texas to teach school in the Fannin County 
community of Honey Grove. She moved north in 1892 to teach in the 
Black Jack Grove School near Bennington in the Choctaw Nation, Indi- 
an Territory. She also taught at Wilson school south of Bennington for 
a year before moving back to Texas and then to Kentucky to complete 
her education. In 1900, she was living with her brother John Presley 
Simmonds while teaching school in Lewisburg. In 1901, Cora moved 
back to the Choctaw Nation and taught school in the Mayhew school, 
becoming the first postmistress of Mayhew. She moved to nearby Bo- 
swell in 1902, around the time that the town was established. 

While she was fondly remembered as a teacher by her former pupils, 
Cora spent the bulk of her time and was known better in the Choctaw 
Nation as a pharmacist. She started working in a drug store in Boswell 
in 1903 and became a proprietor of the Owl Drug Store soon thereaf- 
ter. 

On April 17, 1906, Cora was issued Assistant Pharmacist certificate 




Cora Belle Simmonds. From The Bo- 
swell News, September 3, 1948. 
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number 36 by the Indian Territory 
Board of Pharmacy. On April 10-11, 
1919, she passed the pharmacy exami- 
nation and was given certificate number 
3105 by the Oklahoma State Board of 
Pharmacy. 

In 1940, Cora sold half interest in her 
store to William Bayless Irby, who had 
been employed there for several years. 
Bayless was elected to the Oklahoma 
House of Representatives from Choc- 
taw County in 1943, serving one term. 
From 1945 to 1949, he was Senator 
from District 20 in the Oklahoma State 
Senate. The store was sold in 1947 to 
Mrs. Minnie Johnson. 

Cora was said to have been well read 
and an interesting conversationalist. 
Her kindness was exemplified by the 
fact that she donated medicine to those 
in need, but unable to pay. 



Bos well, Okla,. 
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Cora died on September 2, 1948, in the 
Hugo Hospital, having been driven there 
by her partner, Bayless Irby and his wife, 

after becoming ill. She is buried in Boswell's Restland Cemetery. 
At the time of her death, she was survived by two sisters still liv- 
ing in Lewisburg. 

Fannie Kennedy Schenk 

Fannie Kennedy was born in Texas on July 31, 1870. Her father 
died before 1880, leaving her mother, Mary Slaughter Kennedy, 
with three small daughters. Fannie was the oldest of her siblings 
and her mother relied on her to help around the house. After grad- 
uating from Brenham, Washington County, Texas, high school, 
Fannie attended the Normal Institute in nearby Houston. She then 
taught school for about four years in Brenham. 

In 1891, Fannie married a physician, August H. Schenk, who was 
also a pharmacist and operated a drug store in Kenney, Austin 
County, Texas. He was born in Bellville, Austin County, Texas, 
in 1867 and started working in a local drug store when he was 
fourteen years old. After studying medicine with a local physi- 
cian, August entered medical school at the University of Louis- 
ville in 1887 and graduated as valedictorian of his class in 1888. 
He started his medical practice in Kenney in 1889. It was from 
August that Fannie obtained much her pharmacy knowledge. Her 



Cora Simmonds note to Walter Ray Jarrett, secretary of the Okla- 
homa State Board of Pharmacy, requesting a copy of the Okla- 
homa pharmacy laws. From ODL files. 




Fannie Kennedy Schenk. From The 
Pharmaceutical Era, 46 (September, 
1913): 457. 
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Durant main street parade, ca. 1910, passing by the Corner Drug Store. From the author s collection. 



apprenticeship in pharmacy was cut short, however, when August died on August 21, 1900, at thirty- four years of 
age. He was survived by Fannie and two of their three children, Dennis and Waldo. 

After August died, Fannie took pharmacy courses at the University of Texas in Galveston and passed the Texas 
pharmacy board examination in about 1902. After working a few months in a pharmacy in Galveston, Fannie 
moved to Durant, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory. While in Durant, Fannie became part owner of the Corner 
Drug Store. In October of 1904, she was given pharmacy license number 230 by the Indian Territory Board of 
Pharmacy. 

Fannie 5 s partners in the Durant Corner Drug Store at the time it became incorporated in the new state of Okla- 
homa were two physicians, J. B. Smith and G. M. Rushing. Fannie was secretary of the corporation and manager 
of the store. The partnership lasted until 1913 when the store was sold and Fannie moved away to spend time in 
Deer Trail, Colorado. 

Fannie was an active member of the Oklahoma Pharmaceutical Association, serving as third vice president in 
1911 and first vice president in 1912. Additionally, she was a member of the American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation for several years. She had been secretary and treasurer of the student pharmaceutical association at the 
University of Texas in Galveston. 

Fannie died on April 3, 1936, after an appendectomy in the Dallas Medical and Surgical Clinic, Dallas, Texas. 
She was buried at Farmersville, Collin County, Texas. It is likely that she spent some time in the state of Washing- 
ton before moving back to Texas. Her son Dennis died in Pierce, Tacoma County, Washington, on May 1, 1925. 

Dollie Singletary 

Dollie was born in Polk County, Texas, on August 1, 1876, and christened Luila Jean Singletary. Her parents, 
Warren Walker "Walter" and Sarah "Susan" Elizabeth (Bright), were married in Polk County on August 15, 1872. 
They had come to Texas in the 1850s from South Carolina and Alabama, respectively. Sarah was married at an 
early age to A. J. Norton (also spelled Nordan or Nordon), but he was absent at the time of the 1870 United States 
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School Books and School Supplies, at City Drug: Store. 

MISS DOLUE SINGT.ETARY, Proprietor. 

Banner advertisement for City Drug Store in Caney, Oklahoma, Miss Dollie Singletary, proprietor. From The 
Caney News, November 3, 1905. 



census when she was living with two of 
their children in the Polk County home of 
a minister. The 1880 United States cen- 
sus shows that Sarah was living in Polk 
County with her sons, Leonidus Norden 
and John Singletary, and daughter, Luila 
Singletary. 

Dollie moved with her mother to Du- 
rant, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, at 
an early age. It was said that they were 
among the early residents of the town. 
By 1900, she and her sixty- three year old 
mother were living together in Durant 
and Dollie was working as a drug clerk in 
a local drug store. 

In 1 904, Dollie was living in Caney, Choc- 
taw Nation, Indian Territory. On October 
1 8 of that year, the Indian Territory Board 
of Pharmacy gave her pharmacist certifi- 
cate number 221. At statehood, Dollie 
was issued certificate number 985 by the 
Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy. 

By mid- 1905, Dollie was proprietor of 
the City Drug Store in Caney. In Sep- 
tember of that year, it was announced 
that she would erect a two-story brick 
building for her drug store in town. Dol- 
lie had several competitors in the small 
town of Caney over the years she was in 
business there. In April of 1912, Dollie 
bought the drug stock belonging to her 
only local competitor at the time, Robert 
A. Dabney. She added it to her existing 
stock and soon started referring to her 
drug store as "Miss Dollie's." She sold 




her drug store in the mid 1920s. Dollie Singletary, seated third from the right, at 1912 meeting of 

the OPhA in Oklahoma City. Fannie Kennedy Schenk is seated 
A 1915 description of business houses on the far right. From the Oklahoma Frontier Drug Store Mu- 

in The Caney Leader noted that Dollie's seum, Guthrie, Oklahoma. 
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drug store had never sold alcohol and "never will." The description 
further noted "If men want to get drunk, they will have to get their 
liquor from somebody besides Miss Singletary." 

Dollie was an active member of the Indian Territory Pharmaceutical 
Association (ITPhA) and the Oklahoma Pharmaceutical Association 
(OPhA) after statehood. She was elected to serve the ITPhA as first 
vice-president at the organization's last meeting in May of 1907. At 
the first annual meeting of the OPhA after statehood, Dollie was on 
the program to present a talk on "Window Display." In 1911 and 
again in 1912, she was elected treasurer of the OPhA. 

Dollie was also a member of Eastern Star and the Rebekah's as well 
as of the Presbyterian Church. 

Before 1930, while still in Caney, Dollie married a Mr. Moreland. In 
1930, however, she was living alone and taking on boarders at her 
home in Durant. Dollie died in the Medical Arts Hospital in Dallas, 
Texas, on March 8, 1944, leaving no direct descendants. She is buried 
in Highland Cemetery in Durant. 



DRUG STORE 
COMPLETE 
AT ALL 
TIMES 




Advertisement by Dollie Single- 
tary drug store, Caney, Okla- 
homa. From The Caney Leader, 
November 26, 1914. 



Bess Gilbert Brewer 



Bess "Bessie" Brewer was a daughter of Horace W. and Trescinda (Wren) Gilbert, who came to Oklahoma Ter- 
ritory at the opening of the Cheyenne-Arapaho lands on April 19, 1892. They came from Martinsville, Harrison 
County, Missouri and secured a claim close to Watonga. In Martinsville, Horace practiced law and engaged in 
farming. 

Horace was born in 1 830 in Vermont and moved to northwest Missouri with his parents in about 1835. Trescinda 

was born in about 1 842 in Kentucky, a few miles east of Bowling 
Green. Her parents moved to northwest Missouri where she met 
and married Horace. 

Bessie was born in 1874 and moved to Oklahoma Territory with 
her parents after receiving much of her education in Missouri. In 
Watonga, her father and brother, William Isaac Gilbert, began prac- 
ticing law under the name of H. W. Gilbert and Son. Not long after 
they became established in Watonga, on September 3, 1 898, Horace 
died. William practiced law with another brother in Watonga and 
later practiced law in Oklahoma City with a nephew of Governor 
Lee Cruce. He subsequently moving to Los Angeles where he be- 
came a prominent attorney. 

In about 1903, Bessie and her mother moved to Oklahoma City 
where Bessie obtained employment as a bookkeeper at Westfall 
Drug Company. Two of Bessie's nieces also lived with them after 
the death of their mother, Bessie's sister Mattie. 




Bess Gilbert Brewer. From OPhA 
files. 



On September 11, 1905, Bessie married Edward Henson Brewer, a 
prescription clerk at Haley's Drug Store in Oklahoma City. After 
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View of interior of the Brewer drug store in Oklahoma City. Bessie is behind the counter on the right. From 
The Pharmaceutical Era, 57 (September 29, 1923): 341. 

the wedding, they continued to live in Oklahoma City, where they opened a drug store in early 1908 on North Rob- 
inson. By March of 1913, the store was in substantial financial difficulty and bankruptcy was filed. Ed placed the 
highest bid at the bankruptcy sale, although he was unable to obtain adequate financing to finalize the transaction. 
Believing that he was the rightful owner of the store, Ed gained entrance on March 13, 1913, and, with a gas pipe 
in his hands, vowed to defend his property. He was arrested and charged with grand larceny. The charges were 
dismissed and Ed tried to reestablish the drug store. However, he died on January 19, 1914, before that could be 
fully accomplished. 

To Bessie went the task of re-establishing a profitable business. Initially, she was able to buy only $100 worth 
of stock for the store. Soon, Ed's banker agreed to a loan of $1500 if Bessie would pay it back using all income 
over that needed for operating and living expenses. She bought stock only as it was needed, always with cash, 
and was able to gradually add new stock to fill the shelves. In about two years, the mortgage was paid and Bessie 
began to quickly build the store to prominence. By 1923, she had one of the better known drug stores in down- 
town Oklahoma City having a stock worth about $8,000. One of the additions made in the early 1920s was an 
up-to-date soda fountain. 

In 1923, Bessie had seven employees working in the Brewer Drug Store. She worked in the store from 7 a.m. to 
6 p.m., specializing in products for women. In 1933, she won a trip to Europe in a first aid oriented competition 
sponsored by the Red Cross Products Division of Johnson and Johnson. Her essay was entitled "Most Effective 
Method of Selling Red Cross Products to Women." Her biggest surprise in the European cities she visited was 
their lack of acceptance of women pharmacists. Bessie continued her interest in women's products and eventually 
organized the Blu-Do Products Company to market her antiseptic powder preparation known as "Blue Douche." 

Bessie was able to learn about pharmacy from her husband and other pharmacists as well as through practical ex- 
perience. In April of 1918, she took the pharmacy examination given by the Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy 
and made a grade qualifying as an Assistant Pharmacist. She was given certificate number 135. In June of 1926, 
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Officers of the OPhA auxiliary elected at the 1938 annual meeting in Bessie Brewer Messinger visiting 

Tulsa. From left to right, they are Lucile Weaver as secretary, Mrs. B. M. w ith Pete Weaver in the OPhA 
Jones as president, and Bessie Brewer as treasurer. From OPhA files. office, December, 1966. From 



OPhA files. 

she took the examination again and became a fully qualified pharmacist with certificate number 4038. 

As her confidence as a pharmacist grew, Bessie began to become involved with the Oklahoma Pharmaceutical 
Association (OPhA). She was more closely identified with the women's auxiliary of the OPhA initially because 
she had only an Assistant Pharmacist license. Bessie was elected president of the OPhA auxiliary in 1924, but 
her later involvement in the organization was primarily as treasurer. Throughout her career as a pharmacist in 
Oklahoma, she participated more as a member of the auxiliary than as a "regular" member of the OPhA. She was 
also active in the Oklahoma City Retail Druggists Association, serving as vice-president on several occasions be- 
ginning in the early 1920s. In 1937, she was given the honor of making opening statements at the annual meeting 
of the OPhA in Oklahoma City. 

Bessie was also active in Oklahoma City social circles, becoming a member and serving as an officer in Philo- 
mathea and the Oklahoma City Federated Women's Club. 

In August of 1952, after operating the Brewer Drug Store, the Bess Brewer Drug Shop, and the Bess Brewer Pre- 
scription Shop in Oklahoma City at several locations, Bessie married Dan C. Messinger and moved to his home 
in Van Nuys, Los Angeles County, California. Here, she was closer to her brother William and his family. Bessie 
continued over the years to visit her friends in Oklahoma on special occasions and remained in contact with Pete 
Weaver, Executive Secretary of the OPhA. Bessie died on May 26, 1972, and is buried in Fairlawn Cemetery in 
Oklahoma City. 
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Officers of the OPhA auxiliary elected at the 1942 annual meeting in Tulsa. From left to right, they are Mrs. 
Orville Prather as vice president, Mrs. Ralph Bienfang as president, Mrs. Roy Sanford as secretary, and Bessie 
Brewer as treasurer. From OPhA files. 
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